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Press release
Ivan Hronec, the proprietor of Film Europe, is selling his share in SPI and television channels FILMBOX, which are owned by SPI International.

Film Europe will stay on as a partner with SPI International.

Bratislava / Prague / Budapest (1.10.2010) – As of this day SPI International is gradually taking over operations and technicalities for airing of television channels FILMBOX and will centralise its activities in Poland. Until now this was handled by Film Europe media company, through its Czech and Slovak branches (Prague, Bratislava). Film Europe operates its own television channels; Kino CS, Doku CS, Muzika CS, and will stay on as a partner with SPI International for theatrical distribution and sales of the FILMBOX channels.

As explained by the general director and CEO of Film Europe, Mr. Ivan Hronec “Ten years ago I founded SPI International in central Europe. Along with my colleagues in Poland and headquarters in New York, we built up a successful distribution of independent films for Eastern Europe. Later we went live with FILMBOX and FILMBOX HD, started from Bratislava, which was the first full HD film channel for central and eastern Europe with successful transmission in the Czech republic, Slovakia, Hungary and Poland. We built something that now can be valued in hundreds of million Euros from nothing, it is one of the most triumphant media projects started in our region. You can’t forget this kind of history. SPI International president Loni Farhi and general manager for SPI Poland Piotr Reich have stayed my good friends and business partners. I had many fond experiences over the last ten years, but there has come the time that we separate and each go our own ways. Poland will be the headquarters for SPI Internationals TV activities; further territories and variations of the FILMBOX brand are in the works. Last year I started operation in the Czech and Slovak region for thematic TV channels: Kino CS, Doku CS, Muzika CS. For Europe we are preparing Film Europe TV, which will be the first European television channel. Film Europe offices are already established in Prague, Bratislava, and Budapest, and shortly to be opened in London and Cannes. I sold my share in SPI and television channels FILMBOX so SPI in Warsaw will handle technical operations of FILMBOX.” Ivan Hronec further adds “I will continue to secure the sale of channels FILMBOX for SPI in the Czech and Slovak republic. For these same markets we have signed a cinematography distribution agreement with SPI, so cinema distribution of SPI titles will be done by Film Europe with the same team of professionals as until now. However, besides distribution of SPI titles we have our own acquisitions and co-production projects of Film Europe that will be distributed.”
In case of purchase interest for FILMBOX in Czech and Slovak Republics, please contact Film Europe at obchod@filmeurope.eu.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Film Europe is a young and dynamic media company with teams and offices located in Prague, Bratislava and Budapest. With soon to be opened offices in London and Cannes. In April 2010 they initiated the CS TV project, which is the transmission of three regional thematic television channels: Kino CS, Doku CS, Muzika CS. A the same time Film Europe prepared for launch the film television channel FilmEurope TV (Previously known as Europa Cinema) that will focus on exclusively European cinema.
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 e-mail: bednarovapr@stonline.sk
Contact for new technical centre:
Mikołaj Kula mkula@kinopolska.pl 

Contat for new program centre:
Agnieszka Lęgowska, agnieszka_legowska@spi.pl for Filmbox and Filmbox Extra 

Paweł Galiński pawel_galinski@spi.pl for Filmbox HD.

